
  

    
      
    

  


  

    A Mother's Love


    "Mom! Come!" screamed Verna as she ran into the kitchen. "Jim and Donna are drowning! Hurry! Hurry!" Mother froze as she faced the agitated girl. School was out and the New England sun had finally brought a hot summer day. So when the two oldest of her six children begged to go swimming in the nearby pond, Mother had consented.


    Glancing quickly out the window Mother took in the scene. She could not swim, but determined not to let her children drown. Grabbing a pair of water wings she fastened them on her arms as she began to run toward the pond. Stifling her fears about the adequacy of the little flotation devices, she concentrated on the story that Verna was gasping out in broken pieces. Cramps had gripped Jim, and hearing his cry of anguish, Donna swam over to help him. His fight for life was drowning her.


    Mother rushed into the water to rescue her children with a prayer on her lips and a love in her heart stronger than the fear of death. After agonizing minutes the struggle for life was over. That evening the pond's surface quietly reflected the setting sun; four young children cried for their mother, and three empty chairs wrung a father's heart with anguished questions.


    None of us can escape death's dark shadow, and most are uncertain of its meaning. Interpretations of death vary. Some declare that the dead are still alive, that death simply opens the door into a larger life; others affirm that death is final, and that everyone who dies ceases to exist forever.


    Many are searching for answers to questions on suffering and death. Is God responsible for the world's pain and heartache? Do the dead go straight to heaven or hell? Can the dead communicate with us? Do they see or hear us? Does a person reincarnate life after life throughout endless ages?


    To find the answers we must go back to the beginning.


  


  

    In The Beginning


    The law of love is the foundation of the government of God. He desires from all His creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; to all He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.


    In the Beginning...Love


    “God is love.” 1 John 4:16. Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love. Nothing is more plainly taught in Scripture than that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance of sin.


    Before the entrance of evil all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love; there was perfect peace and joy throughout the universe of God. All was in perfect harmony with the Creator's will. Love for God was supreme, love for one another impartial. Christ, the Word, was one with the eternal Father—one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God, and share His joy in giving happiness to created beings.


    “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1, 2. By Christ the Father wrought in the creation of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things created, . . .” Colossians 1:16. And to Christ, equally with the Father, all heaven gave allegiance.


    Rebellion Against Love


    It had been the joy of the heavenly host to fulfill the purpose of their Creator. They delighted in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise. But a change came. There was one who perverted the freedom that God granted to His creatures. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God and was highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the morning,” was the first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. See Ezekiel 28:12-15.


    Though all his glory was from God, this mighty angel came to regard it as pertaining to himself. Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. See Ezekiel 28:17; Isaiah 14:13, 14. Coveting the glory which the infinite Father had invested in His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone. 


    Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail. To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God had become the purpose of this prince of angels. To this object he was about to bend his God-given energies. He who would have the will of all His creatures free, left none unguarded.


    The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts. Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that the Son of God had wrought the Father's will in the creation of all the hosts of heaven; to Him, as well as to God, their homage and allegiance were due.


    There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. Lucifer's envy and his claims to equality with Christ had made necessary a statement of the true position of the Son of God, but this had been the same from the beginning.


    In Lucifer's heart there was a strange, fierce conflict. Truth, justice, and loyalty were struggling against envy and jealousy. For a time the spirit of evil seemed vanquished, and unutterable love thrilled his entire being. But again he was filled with pride in his own glory. “Why,” questioned this mighty angel, “is Christ honored above Lucifer?”


    Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealed his purpose under an appearance of reverence for God. He began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings. Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his command, he artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent, while secretly fomenting discord and rebellion.


    A compassionate Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, sought to draw them back from the abyss of ruin into which they were about to plunge. The angels pleaded with Lucifer. The Son of God presented before them the greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law.


    But His mercy was misinterpreted; the warning, given in love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer pointed to the long-suffering of God as an indication that the King of the universe would yet accede to his terms.


    In great mercy, according to His divine character, God bore long with Lucifer. Such efforts as infinite love and wisdom only could devise, were made to convince him of his error. His dissatisfaction was proved to be without cause. Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong and nearly reached the decision to return, but pride forbade him.


    God permitted Satan to carry forward his work until the spirit of dissatisfaction ripened into active revolt. It was necessary for his plans to be fully developed, that their true nature and tendency might be seen by all.


    Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly exalted; he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them was strong. All his acts were so clothed with mystery that it was difficult to disclose to the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully developed, it could not be made to appear the evil thing that it was.


    “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found anymore in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Revelation 12:7-9.


    Even when he was cast out of heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since only the service of love can be acceptable to God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction of His justice and benevolence. Had he been immediately blotted out of existence, some would have served God from fear rather than from love. The influence of the deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion have been utterly eradicated.


    For the good of the entire universe, he must more fully develop his principles, that his charges against the divine government might be seen in their true light by all created beings, and that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of His law might be forever placed beyond all question.


    Satan's rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages—a perpetual testimony to the nature of sin and its terrible results.




  

    Love Creates


    As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. The angelic host viewed the scene with delight, and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God. After creating the earth, the Father and the Son carried out their purpose to make man.


    As Adam came forth from the hand of His Creator he was a noble being, with a powerful mind, a will in harmony with the will of God, and affections that centered upon heaven. He possessed a body heir to no disease, and a soul bearing the impress of Deity.


    He stood before God in the strength of perfect manhood. All the organs and faculties of his being were equally developed and harmoniously balanced. Eve too, was noble, perfect in symmetry, and very beautiful. This sinless pair were clothed with a covering of light and glory, such as the angels wear.


    God manifested His great love to Adam and Eve by planting a garden especially for them. In this garden home the Lord placed trees of every variety for usefulness and beauty. There were trees laden with luxuriant fruit designed of God to be food for the holy pair. In the midst of this garden stood the tree of life, the glory of which surpassed all other trees. Its fruit looked like apples of gold and silver, and was to perpetuate immortality.


    Adam and Eve were charmed with the beauties of their Eden home. They recognized the order and harmony of creation, which spoke of wisdom and knowledge that were infinite. Some new beauty and additional glory of their Eden home they were continually discovering, which filled their hearts with deeper love and brought from their lips expressions of gratitude and reverence to their Creator.


    Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond the possibility of wrongdoing. God made them free moral agents with full liberty to yield or to withhold obedience. They were to enjoy communion with God and with holy angels, but before they could be rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be tested.


    The Lord had seen fit to lay upon them but one prohibition as to the use of all that was in the garden, but if they should disregard His will in this particular, they would incur the guilt of transgression. The tree of knowledge had been made a test of their obedience and their love to God.


    The Plot Against Humanity


    No longer free to stir up rebellion in heaven, Satan’s enmity against God found a new field in plotting the ruin of the human race. He determined to incite them to disobedience, and bring upon them the guilt and penalty of sin. Thus he would not only plunge these innocent beings into the same misery which he was himself enduring, but would cast dishonor upon God, and cause grief in heaven.


    The innocent pair were not left without a warning of the danger that threatened them. Heavenly messengers opened to them the history of Satan’s fall and his plots for their destruction, unfolding more fully the nature of the divine government, which the prince of evil was trying to overthrow.


    Satan was not to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the forbidden tree. Should they attempt to investigate its nature, they would be exposed to his wiles. God left them free to obey or disobey. He could have held them back from touching the forbidden fruit, but had He done this, Satan would have been sustained in saying that God’s rule was arbitrary. Adam and Eve were left perfectly free.


    Satan assumed the form of a serpent (then a beautiful and intelligent creature) and entered Eden. In this guise he took his position in the tree of knowledge and commenced leisurely eating of the fruit.


    The angels had cautioned Eve to beware of separating herself from her husband. With him she would be in less danger from temptation than if she were alone, but she unconsciously wandered from his side. She soon found herself gazing with mingled curiosity and admiration upon the forbidden tree, and she questioned with herself why God had withheld it from them.


    Now was the tempter's opportunity. As if he were able to discern the workings of her mind, he addressed her: "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?"


    To the tempter's ensnaring question she replied: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.


    "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." Genesis 3:2-5.


    The serpent plucked the fruit of the forbidden tree and placed it in the hands of the half-reluctant Eve. Perceiving no evil results, Eve "took of the fruit ... and did eat." It was delightful to the taste, and as she ate, she seemed to feel a vivifying power, and imagined herself entering upon a higher state of existence. Without a fear she plucked and ate.


    Having herself transgressed, she became the agent of Satan to work the ruin of her husband. Her hands filled with the forbidden fruit, she sought his presence and related all that had occurred.


    Sadness and alarm came over the face of Adam. He replied that this must be the foe against whom they had been warned, and by the divine sentence she must die. In answer she urged him to eat, repeating the words of the serpent, that they should not surely die.


    Adam understood that his companion had transgressed God's command, and disregarded the only prohibition given to test their fidelity and love. There was a terrible struggle in his mind. He had looked upon the glory of the Creator. He understood the high destiny opened to the human race should they remain faithful to God. Yet all these blessings were lost sight of in the fear of losing that one gift which in his eyes out valued every other.


    Love, gratitude, loyalty to the Creator—all were overborne by love to Eve. He resolved to share her fate; if she must die, he would die with her. After all, he reasoned, might not the words of the wise serpent be true? Eve was before him, as beautiful and apparently as innocent as before this act of disobedience. No sign of death appeared in her, and he decided to brave the consequences. He seized the fruit and quickly ate.


    Soon the thought of his sin filled him with terror. The love and peace which had been theirs was gone, and in its place they felt a sense of sin, a dread of the future, a nakedness of soul. Their enveloping robes of light disappeared, and to supply their place they attempted to fashion coverings; for they could not, while unclothed, meet the eye of God and holy angels.


    It was not God's will that the sinless pair should know anything of evil. He had freely given them the good, and had withheld the evil. But, contrary to His command, they had eaten of the forbidden tree, and now they would continue to eat of it— they would have the knowledge of evil— all the days of their lives. From that time the race would be afflicted by Satan's temptations. Anxiety and toil were to be their lot. They would be subject to disappointment, grief, and pain, and finally to death.


    The warning given to our first parents—"In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Genesis 2:17)—did not imply that they were to die on the very day when they partook of the forbidden fruit, but on that day the irrevocable sentence would be pronounced.


     Immortality was promised them on condition of obedience; by transgression they would forfeit eternal life. That very day they would be doomed to death. God is the fountain of life; when one chooses the service of sin, he separates himself from God, and thus cuts himself off from life.


    In order to possess an endless existence, man must continue to partake of the tree of life. Satan hoped that they would eat of the tree of life, and thus perpetuate an existence of sin and misery. But after man's fall, holy angels were immediately commissioned to guard the tree of life.


    “And the Lord God said, . . . lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: . . . So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.” Genesis 3:22, 24. None of the family of Adam were permitted to pass the barrier to partake of the life-giving fruit; hence there is not an immortal sinner.


    The sin of our first parents brought guilt and sorrow upon the world, and had it not been for the goodness and mercy of God, would have plunged the race into hopeless despair. Let none deceive themselves. “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23.


    Satan exulted in his success.


    Love's Hidden Resources


    The fall of man filled all heaven with sorrow. The world that God had made was blighted with the curse of sin and inhabited by beings doomed to misery and death. The Son of God, heaven's glorious Commander, was touched with pity for the fallen race. His heart was moved with infinite compassion as the woes of the lost world rose up before Him. But divine love had conceived a plan whereby man might be redeemed.


     The broken law of God demanded the life of the sinner. In all the universe there was but one who could, in behalf of man, satisfy its claims. Since the divine law is as sacred as God Himself, only one equal with God could make atonement for its transgression. None but Christ could redeem fallen man from the curse of the law and bring him again into harmony with Heaven.


    Christ would take upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin so offensive to a holy God that it must separate the Father and His Son. Christ would reach to the depths of misery to rescue the ruined race.
  


    The plan of salvation had been laid before the creation of the earth; for Christ is "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Revelation 13:8); "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. Oh, the mystery of redemption! The love of God for a world that did not love Him!
  


    Man had become so degraded by sin that it was impossible for him, in himself, to come into harmony with Him whose nature is purity and goodness. But Christ, after having redeemed man from the condemnation of the law, could impart divine power to unite with human effort. Thus by repentance toward God and faith in Christ the fallen children of Adam might once more become "sons of God." 1 John 3:2.
  


    Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the power of the wicked one, and was to be restored by the plan of redemption. At his creation Adam was placed in dominion over the earth. When man became Satan’s captive, the dominion which he held passed to his conqueror. Thus Satan became "the god of this world" (2 Corinthians 4:4).


     But Christ, by His sacrifice paying the penalty of sin, would not only redeem man, but recover the dominion which he had forfeited.
  


    The plan by which alone man's salvation could be secured, involved all heaven in its infinite sacrifice. The angels could not rejoice as Christ opened before them the plan of redemption, for they saw that man’s salvation must cost their loved Commander unutterable woe. In grief and wonder they listened to His words as He told them how He must descend from heaven's purity and peace, its joy and glory and immortal life, and come in contact with the degradation of earth, to endure its sorrow, shame, and death.


    The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered to become a sacrifice for man. But an angel’s life could not pay the debt; only He who created man had power to redeem him. Yet the angels were to have a part to act in the plan of redemption.


    Christ was to be made "a little lower than the angels." Hebrews 2:9. As He should take human nature upon Him, they were to minister to Him, to strengthen and soothe Him under His sufferings. They were also "sent forth to minister for them who should be heirs of salvation." Hebrews 1:14. They would guard the subjects of grace from the power of evil angels and from the darkness constantly thrown around them by Satan.
  


    Christ assured the angels that by His death He would ransom many, and would destroy him who had the power of death. He would recover the kingdom which man had lost by transgression. Sin and sinners would be blotted out, nevermore to disturb the peace of heaven or earth. Through His death, fallen man could be reconciled to God. Then joy, inexpressible joy, filled heaven. 



  


  

    The Origin of Sin and Death


    

      	God is love. 1 John 4:8.


      	All God’s work is perfect; His ways are faultless and upright. Deuteronomy 32:3, 4.


      	This world was created free from sin. Genesis 1:31.


      	An enemy of God and man produces evil. Matthew 13:24-28.


      	Lucifer was created a perfect angel. Abusing his freedom of choice, he rebelled against God. Ezekiel 28:12-17.


      	Lucifer, now Satan, tried to exalt himself above God and usurp His power. Isaiah 14:12-14.


      	War broke out in heaven as one third of the angels sided with Lucifer. They were cast out to this earth. Revelation 12:7-9.


      	Satan deceived our first parents and they joined him in rebellion. Genesis 3:1-7.


      	Jesus came to redeem us from Satan’s power. Hebrews 2:14-16.


      	Satan tempted Jesus in all conceivable ways, but Christ overcame on our behalf, so that we might overcome through His power. Hebrews 2:17,1 8; Matthew 4:1-11; Revelation 12:11.


      	Satan is the originator of murder, lies and all sin. John 8:44.


      	He goes about as a roaring lion seeking to devour. 1 Peter 5:8.


      	Satan engages in furious warfare against God's commandment-keeping people. Revelation 12:17.


      	He works with all power, signs, and lying wonders. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10.


      	Satan can transform himself to appear as an angel of light. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.


      	Satan will flee from those who resist him and draw near to God. James 4:7,8.


      	Christ intercedes to protect us from Satan's power. Luke 22:31, 32; John 17:9, 15.


      	Satan rages with fear because he has but a short time. Revelation 12:12.


      	When Christ returns, Satan will be bound 1,000 years. Revelation 20:1-3.


      	Jesus will destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:5-8.


      	Satan will be destroyed at the end of time in the lake of fire. Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10.


      	Satan's eradication from existence will be complete. Ezekiel 28:18,19; Malachi 4:1-3.


      	Never again will sin or rebellion rear its ugly head. Nahum 1:9; Revelation 21:4; 22:1-3.


    


  


  

    The Gift of Love


    His Wondrous Birth


    "When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, . . . to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." Galatians 4:4,5.


    Like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s purposes know no haste and no delay. In heaven’s council the hour for the coming of Christ had been determined. When the great clock of time pointed to that hour, Jesus was born in Bethlehem.


    Satan in heaven had hated Christ for His position in the courts of God. He hated Him who pledged Himself to redeem a race of sinners. Yet into the world where Satan claimed dominion God permitted His Son to come, a helpless babe, subject to the weaknesses of humanity. He permitted Him to meet life’s peril in common with every human soul, to fight the battle as every child of humanity must fight it, at the risk of failure and eternal loss. God gave His only-begotten Son, that the path of life might be made sure. "Herein is love." Wonder, O heavens! And be astonished, O earth!


    His Life of Service


    "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


    Our Lord Jesus Christ came to this world as the unwearied servant of man’s necessity. His compassion knew no limit. In every city, town, and village, through which He passed, He laid His hands upon the afflicted ones and healed them. Where He had passed, the objects of His compassion were rejoicing in health. His voice was the first sound that many had ever heard, His name the first word they had ever spoken, His face the first they had ever looked upon.


    The afflicted hailed Him as a messenger of life and peace. He comforted them with the assurance of their heavenly Father’s love. He went from place to place, explaining the Scriptures. At every opportunity when an interest was awakened by either friend or foe, He presented the word.


    He helped all who were in sorrow and affliction. With tender, courteous grace He ministered to the sin-sick soul, bringing healing and strength, speaking hope to the downcast and peace to the distressed. He went about lifting up the bowed-down and comforting the sorrowful. With unwearying patience and sympathetic helpfulness He met men in their necessities.


    He went about doing good and healing all who were afflicted. Satan had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. He came to lift us up from the dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of His divine character, and to make it beautiful with His own glory.


    His life was one of constant self-sacrifice. He often dismissed His disciples to visit their homes and rest, but He gently resisted their efforts to draw Him away from His labors. All day He toiled, teaching the ignorant, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, feeding the multitude; and at the eventide or in the early morning, He went away to the sanctuary of the mountains for communication with His Father. Often He passed the entire night in prayer, returning at daybreak to His work among the people.


    Christ came to break down every wall of partition. He made no difference between neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies. That which appealed to His heart was a soul thirsting for the waters of life. He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every soul. He demonstrated that His gift of mercy and love is as unconfined as the air, the light, or the showers of rain that refresh the earth. Wherever hearts are open to receive the truth, Christ is ready to instruct them.


    Christ came to this world to reveal the light of God's love. His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known.


    He came to this world to show that by receiving power from on high, man can live an unsullied life. As one of us, He was to give an example of obedience. He took upon Himself our nature and passed through our experiences. He endured every trial to which we are subject, He exercised no power in His own behalf that is not freely offered to us. As man, He met temptation and overcame in the strength given Him from God.


    It was Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man, but in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the Savior has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken.


  


  

    Life Everlasting


    One receives everlasting life the moment one accepts Christ as Savior. See John 5:24; 3:36; 4:14. Everlasting life is the life and character of Christ imparted to the believer and manifested during the Christian's earthly existence. See 1 John 5:11,12. But this privilege does not exempt one from death in this mortal dispensation. See Revelation 14:13.


    Even the righteous dead remain in their graves until Christ resurrects them at His coming. See John 5:25-29. "These all [e.g., Abel, Noah, Jacob, Sarah, Abraham, etc.] died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them." Hebrews 11:13.


    Though Christians are subject to the sleep of death, they die in Christ, and are exempt from the finality of the second death. See John 11:25, 26; 8:51, 52; cf. Revelation 2:10, 11. When Christ awakens His people at His coming, they receive glorified, immortal bodies suited to the privileges of everlasting life, received through the gospel. See Luke 18:29, 30; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 23.


  


  

    "Lazarus, Come Forth!"


    Jesus had often found rest at the home of Lazarus, but sorrow entered when Lazarus was stricken with sudden illness. His sisters sent to the Savior, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick."


    Anxiously they waited for a word from Jesus; but the messenger returned without Him. Yet he brought the message, "This sickness is not unto death," and they clung to the hope that Lazarus would live. When he died, they were bitterly disappointed.


    After waiting for two days, Jesus said to the disciples, "Let us go into Judea again. Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep."


    "Then said His disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that He had spoken of taking of rest in sleep." Christ represents death as a sleep to His believing children.


    "Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him."


    He tarried, that by raising Lazarus from the dead He might give to His stubborn, unbelieving people another evidence that He was indeed "the resurrection, and the life." This crowning miracle, the raising of Lazarus, was to set the seal of God on His work and on His claim to divinity.


    Upon reaching the town He sent a messenger to the sisters with the tidings of His arrival. Martha hastened to meet Jesus. Grief surging in her heart, she said, "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." With human and divine pity Jesus looked into her sorrowful, careworn face. He encouraged her faith, saying, "Thy brother shall rise again.”


    Martha answered, “I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived. “He that hath the Son hath life.” 1 John 5:12. The divinity of Christ is the believer’s assurance of eternal life. “He that believeth in Me,” said Jesus, “though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?”


    Christ here looks forward to the time of His second coming. Then the righteous dead shall be raised incorruptible, and the living righteous shall be translated to heaven without seeing death. The miracle which Christ was about to perform, in raising Lazarus from the dead, would represent the resurrection of all the righteous dead. He declared Himself the Author of the resurrection. He who Himself was soon to die upon the cross stood with the keys of death, a conqueror of the grave, and asserted His right and power to give eternal life.


    To the Savior’s words, “Believest thou?” Martha responded, “Yea, Lord: I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.”


    And when she had so said, she went her way and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, "The Master is come, and calleth for thee." Mary rose hastily and left the room. Thinking that she had gone to the grave to weep, the mourners followed her. When she reached the place where Jesus was waiting, she knelt at His feet, and said with quivering lips, "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died."


    "Where have ye laid him?" He asked, "They said unto Him, Lord, come and see."


    Together they proceeded to the grave. Lazarus had been much beloved, and his sisters wept for him with breaking hearts, while those who had been his friends mingled their tears with those of the bereaved sisters. In view of this human distress, and of the fact that the afflicted friends could mourn over the dead while the Savior of the world stood by, "Jesus wept." Though He was the Son of God, yet He had taken human nature upon Him, and He was moved by human sorrow.


    Lazarus had been laid in a cave in a rock, and a massive stone had been placed before the entrance. "Take ye away the stone," Christ said. Martha objected, saying that the body had been buried four days, and corruption had already begun its work. Martha’s faith had not grasped the true meaning of His promise.


    Christ spoke with the utmost gentleness. "Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"


    The stone is rolled away. Everything is done openly and deliberately. All are given a chance to see that no deception is practiced. There lies the body of Lazarus in its rocky grave, cold and silent in death. Calmly Christ stands before the tomb. He steps closer. Lifting His eyes to heaven, He says, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me. And I knew that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me."


    "And when He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth." His voice, clear and penetrating, pierces the ear of the dead. As He speaks, divinity flashes through humanity. In His face, which is lighted up by the glory of God, the people see the assurance of His power. Every eye is fastened on the entrance to the cave. Every ear is bent to catch the slightest sound.


    There is a stir in the silent tomb, and he who was dead stands at the door of the sepulcher. His movements are impeded by the graveclothes in which he was laid away, and Christ says to the astonished spectators, "Loose him, and let him go." Lazarus is set free and stands before the company, not as one emaciated from disease, but as a man in the vigor of noble manhood. His eyes beam with intelligence and with love for his Savior. He casts himself in adoration at the feet of Jesus.


    The sisters receive their brother back to life as the gift of God, and with joyful tears they brokenly express their thanks to the Savior. But while brother, sisters, and friends are rejoicing in this reunion, Jesus withdraws from the scene. When they look for the Life-giver, He is not to be found.


  


  

    The Sleep of Death


    

      	Deuteronomy 31:16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers.


      	2 Samuel 7:12 Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers.


      	1 Kings 2:10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried.


      	Acts 13:36 For David, . . . fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers and saw corruption.


      	2 Peter 3:4 For since the fathers fell asleep. . .


      	35 additional texts in the books of Chronicles and Kings referring to death as a sleep can be found under the word slept in Strong's Unabridged KJV Concordance.


      	Job 3:13 I should have slept: then had I been at rest.


      	Job 7:21 Now shall I sleep in the dust.


      	Job 14:12 So man lieth down, and riseth not: . . . they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.


      	Psalm 13:3 Lest I sleep the sleep of death.


      	Jeremiah 51:39 Sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake.


      	Daniel 12:2 Them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.


      	Matthew 27:52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.


      	Luke 8:49, 50, 52 There cometh one saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the master. Jesus answered, Fear not: she shall be made whole. . . But he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.
      See also Matthew 9:24, and Mark 5:39.


      	John 11:11, 14 He saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; . . . Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.


      	Acts 7:59, 60 And they stoned Stephen, . . . he fell asleep.


      	1 Corinthians 15:6 But some are fallen asleep.


      	1 Corinthians 15:18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ.


      	1 Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ become the firstfruits of them that slept.


      	1 Corinthians 15:51 We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.


      	Ephesians 5:14 Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead.


      	1 Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep.


      	1 Thessalonians 4:14 Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.


      	1 Thessalonians 4:15 Them which are asleep.


    


  


  

    A Love Stronger than Death


    His Crucifixion


    In the contest between Christ and Satan, during the Savior’s earthly ministry, the character of the great deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could so effectually have uprooted Satan from the affections of the heavenly angels and the whole loyal universe as did his cruel warfare upon the world's Redeemer.


    The unsleeping malice that hunted Him from place to place, inspiring the hearts of priests and people to reject His love, and at the last to cry, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” excited the amazement and indignation of the universe.


    The prince of evil exerted all his power and cunning to destroy Jesus; he saw that the Savior’s mercy and love, His compassion and pitying tenderness, were representing to the world the character of God. The pent-up fires of envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on Calvary against the Son of God, while all heaven gazed upon the scene in silent horror.


    "And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him."


    A vast multitude followed Jesus from the judgment hall to Calvary. Arriving at the place of execution, the prisoners were bound to the instruments of torture. The two thieves wrestled in the hands of those who placed them on the cross, but Jesus made no resistance. The hammer and the nails were brought, and the spikes were driven through the tender flesh.


    As soon as Jesus was nailed to the cross, it was lifted by strong men, and with great violence thrust into the place prepared for it. This caused the most intense agony to the Son of God.


    The enemies of Jesus vented their rage upon Him as He hung upon the cross. "If thou be the Son of God," they said, "come down from the cross." Matthew 27:40. Priests, rulers, Pharisees, and the hardened rabble were confederated together in a Satanic frenzy.


    Christ could have come down from the cross. But it is because He would not save Himself that the sinner has hope of pardon and favor with God.


    To Jesus in His agony on the cross there came one gleam of comfort. It was the prayer of the penitent thief. While even His disciples doubt His divinity, the poor thief sees in Jesus, bruised, mocked, and hanging upon the cross, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. Hope is mingled with anguish in His voice as He cries, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." Quickly the answer came, "Thou shalt be with Me in paradise."


    Christ in His humiliation was glorified. He who in all other eyes appeared to be conquered was a Conqueror. He was acknowledged as the Sin Bearer. Men may exercise power over His human body, but they cannot rob Him of His power to forgive sins. It is His royal right to save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him.


    And now the Lord of glory was dying, a ransom for the race. Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. The guilt of every descendent of Adam was pressing upon His heart. With the terrible weight of guilt He bore, He could not see the Father’s reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the Savior in this hour of supreme anguish pierced His heart with a sorrow that can never be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His physical pain was hardly felt.


    Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The Savior could not see through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not present to Him His coming forth from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s acceptance of the sacrifice. He feared that sin was so offensive to God that their separation was to be eternal. It was the sense of sin, bringing the Father’s wrath upon Him as man’s substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter and broke the heart of the Son of God.


    The Final Hours


    With amazement angels witnessed the Savior’s despairing agony. The hosts of heaven veiled their faces from that fearful sight. The sun refused to look upon the awful scene. Its full, bright rays were illuminating the earth at midday, when suddenly it seemed to be blotted out. Complete darkness, like a funeral pall, enveloped the cross. In that thick darkness God’s presence was hidden. God and His holy angels were beside the cross. The Father was with the Son. Yet His presence was not revealed.


    In that dreadful hour Christ was not to be comforted with the Father’s presence. He trod the winepress alone. In the thick darkness, God veiled the last human agony of His Son.


    Then "Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Mark 15:34.


    The spotless Son of God hung upon the cross, His flesh lacerated with stripes; those hands so often reached out in blessing, nailed to the wooden bars; those feet so tireless on ministries of love, spiked to the tree; that royal head pierced by the crown of thorns. And all that He endured—the blood drops that flowed from His head, His hands, His feet, the agony that racked His frame, and the unutterable anguish that filled His soul at the hiding of His Father's face—speaks to each child of humanity, declaring, it is for thee that the Son of God consents to bear the burden of the guilt; for thee He spoils the domain of death, and opens the gates of Paradise.


    Suddenly the gloom lifted from the cross, and in clear, trumpet-like tones, that seemed to resound throughout creation, Jesus cried, "It is finished." "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit." A light encircled the cross, and the face of the Savior shone with a glory like the sun. He then bowed His head upon His breast and died.


    The great sacrifice has been made. The way into the holiest is laid open. A new and living way is prepared for all. Henceforth the Savior was to officiate as priest and advocate in the heaven of heavens. He had accomplished the work which He came to do. The battle had been won, and all heaven triumphed in the Savior's victory. Satan was defeated and knew that his kingdom was lost.


    Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the unfallen worlds. The arch-apostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.


    Now it was seen that for the salvation of a fallen and sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had made the greatest sacrifice which love could make. It was seen, also, that while Lucifer had opened the door for the entrance of sin by his desire for honor and supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, humbled Himself and become obedient unto death.


    The fact that it was necessary for Christ to give His life for the fallen race proves that the law of God will not release the sinner from its claims upon him. It is demonstrated that the wages of sin is death. God’s law is unchangeable. Could its claims have been set aside, then the Son of God need not have yielded up His life to atone for its transgression. The death of Christ proves it immutable.


    The very fact that Christ bore the penalty of man’s transgression is a mighty argument to all created intelligences that the law is changeless; that God is righteous, merciful, and self-denying; and that justice and mercy are the foundation of the law and government of God.


    True, in himself, fallen man cannot meet the claims of God's holy law. But Christ, coming to earth as a man, lived a holy life and developed a perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of men. Thus they have remission of sins that are past. More than this, He builds up the human character after the similitude of the divine character. Thus the very righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the believer in Christ.


    When Christ died, the destruction of Satan was made certain. The great controversy which had been so long in progress was then decided, and the final eradication of evil was made certain. The Son of God passed through the portals of the tomb, that “through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Heb. 2:14. God declares: “I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth, . . . and never shalt thou be any more.” Ezekiel 28:18,19.


    Love Triumphant


    At last Jesus was at rest. The long day of shame and torture was ended. The Son of God lay in quiet stillness in Joseph’s tomb, His work completed.


    The priests did all they could to keep Christ’s body where it had been laid. A great stone had been placed before the opening. Across this stone they placed cords, securing the ends to the solid rock, and sealing them with the Roman seal. A guard of one hundred soldiers was then stationed around the sepulcher to prevent it from being tampered with.


    And there were unseen watchers. Hosts of evil angels were gathered about the place. Had it been possible, the prince of darkness with his apostate army would have kept forever sealed the tomb that held the Son of God.


    "And behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven." This messenger is he who fills the position from which Satan fell. The earth trembles at his approach, and the hosts of darkness flee. He rolls away the stone, and cries, "Son of God, come forth; Thy Father calls Thee."


    As Jesus comes forth from the grave, amid the reeling of the earth, the flashing of lightning, and the roaring of thunder, He proclaims, "I am the resurrection and the life." He who vanquished death and the grave came forth from the tomb a conqueror.


    "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 1 Corinthians 15:55.




    For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.


  


  

    The Bible Says . . .


    1. What is death?


    Death is the opposite of life. Let’s take a look at what life is so we can better understand death.


    
    	“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Genesis 2:7. See Job 33:4.

    	Life is what happens when God combines a body and His supernatural spark of life.

    

    	“Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust.” Psalm 104:29.

    	Death is what happens when the spark of life is extinguished, or removed from the body.

    


    2. Where do the dead go, and what do they do there?


    

      	“He that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no more to his house," Job 7:9,10.


      	"Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb." Job 21:32.


      	"If I wait, the grave is mine house:" Job 17:13.


      	"His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish." Psalm 146:4.


      	"For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun." Ecclesiastes 9:5,6.


      	"Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." Ecclesiastes 9:10.


      	"The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence." Psalm 115:17.


      	"For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: for they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth." Isaiah 38:18.


      	"For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?" Psalm 6:5.


      	"Let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. For David is not ascended into the heavens." Acts 2:29,34.


      	The Bible says that those who die go into the grave. They can’t return to their houses. They don’t "think, love, hate, envy, work, or hope." Neither do they "celebrate, praise, remember, or thank the Lord." In fact, the most common descriptive term for death in the Bible is sleep.


      	"He saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; ... Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: . . . Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead." John 11:1-13. Jesus, who has the keys of hell and death, calls death a sleep. The Bible calls death a sleep many times. See "The Sleep of Death" on page 9. The term sleep, in reference to death is a symbol of hope because sleep is not permanent. All who sleep in the grave are destined to wake someday.


      	"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2.


      	"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” John 5:28,29.


      	David said, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake, with thy likeness.” Psalm 17:15.


      	Job said, “O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, . . . All the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee:” Job 14:13-15.


    


    3. But doesn't the Bible teach that the soul is immortal and only the body dies?


    Mortal means “subject to death,” and immortal means “not subject to death.”


    

      	“The soul that sinneth it shall die.” Ezekiel 18:20.


      	“Shall mortal man be more just than God?” Job 4:17.


      	“the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality,” 1 Timothy 6:15,16.


      	The Bible says souls die, man is subject to death, and God only has immortality. The doctrine of the immortality of the soul, and the phrase, are alike unknown to the entire Bible.


    


    4. When will the righteous receive immortality?


    

      	"We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, . . . and this mortal must put on immortality." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53.


      	"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17.


      	"For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming." 1 Corinthians 15:22,23.


      	Scripture is plain that man is not inherently immortal, but the righteous will receive glorious immortal bodies when Christ returns.


    


    5. Does what we believe about the dead really matter?


    What we believe about the state of the dead vitally matters to the living, for the following five reasons:


    

      	The fact that the dead are sleeping in their graves offers supreme comfort to the living. Whether these loved ones died in a saved or lost condition, they are not suffering pain or grieving over the disappointments and trials of the living. All who sleep in Jesus are being safely kept until the golden hour of their resurrection, when Jesus comes. Thus their next waking experience will be to see and hear their Redeemer with all His holy angels coming to gather them into His kingdom. He will awaken them to receive their immortal bodies fashioned like His own glorious body. See Philippians 3:20,21; 1 Corinthians 15:50-57. Then all the godly who have ever lived or died will be reunited to enter the kingdom of heaven together as one glorified family. See Hebrews 11:35-40; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17.


      	The belief in the natural immortality of the soul is an attack on the gospel of Jesus Christ. Immortality is a supernatural gift of Christ's atoning sacrifice for lost sinners. If my soul is already immortal then I don't need Christ to save me from death, and Christ died in vain. See Romans 3:23; 6:23.


      	If all immediately go to their reward at death, Christ doesn't need to come back to resurrect anyone.


      	It is a matter of who you believe. God says, "Thou shalt surely die." Genesis 2:17. Satan says, "Ye shall not surely die;'' Genesis 3:4. Who are you going to believe and follow?


      	A correct understanding of man's state in death is our surest defense against Satan's deception of Spiritualism.


    


    6. When does hellfire burn?


    At the end of the world.


    

      	"As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world." Matthew 13:36-42, 49.


      	"And to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:" 2 Peter 2:9. Notice, punishment comes at the end of the judgment, not at death as is popularly taught.


      	"For the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." John 5:28,29. They are reserved in the grave for punishment until the return of Christ and His kingdom at the end of the millennium.


      	"The rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years are finished. . . and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell [Greek, hades] were cast into the lake of fire." Revelation 20:5, 13, 14.


    


    7. Where does hellfire burn?


    On this earth.


    

      	And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them." Revelation 20:9.


      	"Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner." Proverbs 11:31.


      	"But the heavens and the earth, which are now, . . . are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. . . But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." 2 Peter 3:7,10.


      	Hellfire will burn the entire surface of the earth someday and destroy every trace of sin and sinners.


    


    8. How long does hellfire burn?


    Until the wicked are consumed. Here are seven reasons hell won't burn eternally:


    

      	Hell burns on the face of the earth, then this earth is recreated as the home of the saved. See Revelation 20:9; 2 Peter 3:12, 13.


      	God is just and fair, He punishes lost sinners in proportion to their evil deeds. See Deuteronomy 32:4; Luke 12:47, 48; Revelation 22:12.


      	Man is not immortal. See Genesis 3:22-24; Ezekiel 18:20.


      	God is love. You or I would not torture our children forever no matter how disobedient they had been. Are we more loving than God? See Jereremiah 31:3; Isaiah 55:9.


      	God says the wages of sin is death, not eternal torture. See Romans 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4.


      	God plans to eradicate sin, not immortalize it. See 1 Corinthians 15:26; Revelation 20:14.


      	God plans to destroy the wicked and says so many times in the Bible. Psalm 21:9; Psalm 37:10,20; Psalm 9:5,6.


    


    9. What is hell?


    In the Bible the word hell is used 54 times and in only 12 cases does it refer to a place of burning.


    In the Old Testament:


    

      	The word “sheol” is used 31 times, and means the grave, a place of burial.


    


    In the New Testament:


    

      	The word “tartaroo,” is used once and refers to a place of darkness and incarceration for the devil.


      	The word “hades” is used 10 times and is equivalent to “sheol.”


      	The word “gehenna” is used 12 times and referred to a garbage disposal area outside Jerusalem where fire was kept burning to destroy refuse; maggots ate carcasses that the fires did not consume. The use of the word “gehenna” [the city dump] for hellfire plainly indicates that hellfire is to destroy and eradicate the refuse of sin in the universe, not to perpetuate it throughout eternity. God's promise is that destruction will come to a perpetual end, Psalm 9:6.


    


    Scripture clearly describes the place of the dead. The word used for this purpose in the Old Testament is “sheol,” and the corresponding word in the New Testament is “hades.” They denote, as their use proves, a place of silence, secrecy, sleep, rest, darkness, corruption, and worms. They are names for the common receptacle of the dead, both righteous and wicked.


    The righteous dead are there; for at the resurrection they raise the victorious shout, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave [Greek, hades], where is thy victory?” 1 Corinthians 15:55.


    And the wicked dead are there; for at the resurrection to damnation, it is said that death and hell [Greek, hades] deliver them up. Revelation 20:13.


    That the hades of the New Testament is the sheol of the Old, is evident from Psalm 16, compared with Acts 2:27. Thus, Psalms 16:10 says: “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell” [Hebrew, sheol]; and the New Testament makes a direct quotation of this passage, and for sheol uses the word hades. Acts 2:27.


    Sheol or Hades (the grave) is any physical location where the dead are buried. Ezekiel 32:18-32. 



  


  

    Out of Body and Near Death Experiences


    There are some interesting facts about OBEs & NDEs that should raise a flag of warning.


    

      	

        Not everyone on the verge of death has an out of body experience. Jesus resurrected Jairus's daughter, the widow of Nain's son, and Lazarus. Not one of them reported any experience of consciousness after death or of mystically heightened consciousness in the moments between life and death. It would seem that if during a NDE the spirit separates from the physical body, all who come that close to death should experience this phenomenon, and have something to report if they are revived.


      


      	

        Science demonstrates that the use of certain hallucinogenic drugs is highly conducive to the perception of out of body experiences.


      


      	

        When the brain is deprived of oxygen, a much higher incidence of OBEs and NDEs is reported. Medical laboratory experiments demonstrate that many people who are given elevated concentrations of carbon dioxide to breathe have a definite feeling of detachment from their bodies. This feeling disappears completely when normal oxygen levels are restored. Mountain climbers who have gone above 15,000 feet, where the atmosphere is thinner, have reported sensations of detachment from the body.


      


      	

        Electrical stimulation of the fissure of Sylvius in the cerebral cortex, can readily cause a vivid feeling of "spiritual" disconnection from the body. If all OBEs and NDEs constitute a divinely originated separation of body and soul, then why would it be so easy to induce these experiences simply by altering the brain's chemistry or oxygen level?


      


      	

        In some cases, the dying communicate with God or angels. However, a truly heaven sent experience will never involve messages from the dead, or other revelations that deviate from Scripture, which guards us against misinterpreting the origin or import of extraordinary experiences. See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.


      


      	

        Those who report having had OBEs or NDEs often regard their souls as immortal and eternally secure, irrespective of their chosen way of life. They do not generally demonstrate a greater love for God, or desire to study and obey His word. By generating mystical experiences, Satan comforts people in their lost condition until it is too late. If the ultimate result of an experience does not draw one closer to God and a love for Bible truth, it should be rejected as false.


      


    


    God does not invite us to interpret the Bible by our experience, but our experience by the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:15,16; Hebrews 4:13.


    An Out of Body Experience


    "Miserable and longing for enlightenment, I reached eagerly for the peyote pouch. No small dose would do for this San Francisco hippie. Before long a warm feeling enveloped me and I began to experience 'memories' of 'former lifetimes.' It was fascinating, meshing perfectly with my Hindu belief in reincarnation and universal immortality. As I slipped deeper into this psychedelic voyage, I began to feel my spirit taking flight and saw myself as a disembodied wisp of blue light emerging from my navel.


    Eventually I fell into a stupor, arousing the next day with a headache—still mired in my own body. Mercifully, the truths of the Bible rescued me from deception. Recognizing that my mystical beliefs had fashioned the content of this drug-induced hallucination, I never had another out of body experience." (A former hippie)


  


  

    The Great Controversy Today


    Plans of the Enemy


    The great controversy between the Prince of life and the prince of darkness has been going forward, strengthening with each successive generation. Severe indeed has been the conflict waged between right and wrong, between truth and error, between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. Satan's enmity against the human race is kindled because, through Christ, they are the objects of God's love and mercy. He desires to thwart the divine plan for man's redemption, to cast dishonor upon God, by defacing and defiling His handiwork. He would cause grief in heaven and fill the earth with woe and desolation. Satan's agents are constantly working under his direction to establish his authority and build up his kingdom in opposition to the government of God. To this end they seek to deceive Christ's followers and allure them from their allegiance. Satan summons all his forces and throws his whole power into the combat.


    Why is it that he meets with no greater resistance? Why are the soldiers of Christ so sleepy and indifferent? Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, should he reveal himself openly, he would be met and resisted. He is too cunning to come openly, boldly, with his temptations, for then the drowsy energies of the Christian would arouse, and he would rely upon the strong and mighty Deliverer. Those who do not accept the Word of God just as it reads, will be snared in his trap.


    There is great ignorance concerning his power and malice, and the vast extent of his warfare against Christ and His church. They do not know that their enemy is a mighty general who controls the minds of evil angels, and that with well-matured plans and skillful movements he is warring against Christ to prevent the salvation of souls. They overlook the evidences of his continual activity and success; they neglect the many warnings of his subtlety; they seem to ignore his very existence. While men are ignorant of his devices, this vigilant foe is intruding his presence, perplexing, deceiving, seducing, everywhere ruining the souls and bodies of men, women, and children, breaking up families, sowing hatred, emulation, strife, sedition, murder. And the Christian world seems to regard these things as though God had appointed them and they must exist.


    "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high places." Ephesians 6:12.


    From the days of Adam to our own time, our great enemy has been exercising his power to oppress and destroy. He is now preparing for his last campaign against the church.


    Our Defense


    The last great delusion is soon to open before us. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested.


    The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible, for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain "Thus saith the Lord" in its support. None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.


    "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20.


    When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's word their rule of life will be revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. So the false hearted may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time will come when the difference will be apparent.


    Satan assailed Christ with his fiercest and most subtle temptations, but he was repulsed in every conflict. Those battles were fought in our behalf; those victories make it possible for us to conquer. Christ will give strength to all who seek it. No man without his own consent can be overcome by Satan. The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. 



  


  

    The Scriptures a Safeguard


    "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place," 2 Peter 1:19.


    The Bible says we have a more sure word of prophecy. More sure than what? More sure than what Peter saw on the mount of transfiguration. See Matthew. 17:1-5.


    Peter, James, and John "were eyewitnesses of His majesty. . . . When there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased . . . when we were with Him in the holy mount." 2 Peter 1:16-18.


    They witnessed Christ's face shine like the sun. His clothes glowed with a brilliant white light; Moses and Elijah appeared and spoke with Christ; a bright cloud come down, and a voice spoke out of the cloud saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."


    Peter affirms that Bible prophecy is more sure than the most intense experience of his life. More sure than what he saw, heard, and experienced on the mount of transfiguration. See 2 Peter 1:19.


    Why is this so important?


    Demons are also able to work miracles that seem to be from God. "For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles," Revelation 16:14.


    "And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do." Revelation 13:13, 14.


    Paul tells us that at the end of time Satan will be working with all power, signs, and lying wonders that will deceive everyone who does not love the truth as revealed in God's word. See 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10. Yet we can't automatically reject all supernatural events. God uses miracles also. So what can we trust? How can we keep from being deceived?


    "Thy word is truth." John 17:17. The Bible gives us infallible guidance on how to keep from being deceived. "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20.


    To avoid being deceived we must test all doctrines and experiences by the Scriptures. Whatever contradicts the Bible is false. God's word is more sure than what we see, hear and experience.


  


  

    Love's Tender Touch


    Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
    Matthew 5:4.


    The blessed Savior stands by many whose eyes are so blinded by tears that they do not discern Him. He longs to clasp our hands, to have us look to Him in simple faith, permitting Him to guide us. His heart is open to our griefs, our sorrows, and our trials. He has loved us with an everlasting love and with loving kindness compassed us about.


    Whatever our perplexities, we have a sure Counselor: whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend.


    The comforts of the Scriptures are very great. I see Jesus saying to you, "Lean on Me, lean hard. I will bear you up. My arm shall never fail you. It shall be strong to support you over all the rough and difficult places. Only make Me your trust."


    I am the resurrection and the life. John 11:25.


    If we will let the comfort and peace of Jesus into our lives, we shall be kept close to His great heart of love.


    Remember that you have a Father in heaven who gave His only Son to die for us that death might not be an eternal sleep. Remember that the Lord of life and glory passed through the tomb and brightened it with His own presence.


     O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 1 Corinthians 15:55.


    Be of good comfort in the hope of the resurrection morning. The waters of which you have been drinking are bitter, but Jesus can make them so sweet with His love.


    I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forever-more, . . . and have the keys of hell and death. Revelation 1:18.


    The Life-giver will call up His purchased possession in the first resurrection, and until that triumphant hour, every sleeping saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as a precious jewel, who is known to God by name.


    The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.


    Hope bears our spirits up. We are not parted forever, but shall meet the loved ones who sleep in Jesus. They shall come again from the land of the enemy. The Life-giver is coming.


    Myriads of holy angels escort Him on His way. He bursts the bands of death, breaks the fetters of the tomb, the precious captives come forth in health and immortal beauty. As the little infants come forth from their dusty beds, they immediately wing their way to their mothers' arms. They meet nevermore to part.


    The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to. . . give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Isaiah 61:1-3.


    God would not have us to remain pressed down by dumb sorrow, with sore and breaking hearts. He would have us look up and behold His dear face of love. God has provided a balm for every wound. There is a balm in Gilead, there is a physician there. Study the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit will give you clear discernment that you may see and appropriate every blessing that will act as an antidote to grief, as a branch of healing to every draught of bitterness that is placed to your lips.


    However dark and mysterious may be the ways of Providence, though the path may be through the deep waters, and trials and bereavements may afflict again and again, the assurance still comes,


    All things work together for good to them that love God. Romans 8:28. "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. 2 Timothy 1:12.


    "A bed of pain is a precious place when we have the presence of Jesus." A 16 year old boy just before his death.


    Those who have borne the greatest sorrows are frequently the ones who carry the greatest comfort to others, bringing sunshine wherever they go.


  


  

    Spirits of Deception


    The Big Lie


    Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive teachings and lying wonders of spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected.


    The belief that spirits of the dead return to minister to the living, has prepared the way for modern spiritualism. If the dead are admitted to the presence of God and holy angels, and privileged with knowledge far exceeding what they before possessed, why should they not return to the earth to enlighten and instruct the living? Here is a channel regarded as sacred, through which Satan works for the accomplishment of his purposes. 


    The fallen angels who do his bidding appear as messengers from the spirit world. He has power to bring before men the appearance of their departed friends. The counterfeit is perfect; the familiar look, the words, the tone, are reproduced with marvelous distinctness. Many are comforted with the assurance that their loved ones are enjoying the bliss of heaven, and without suspicion of danger, they give ear "to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils."


    The pretended visitants from the world of spirits sometimes utter cautions and warnings which prove to be correct. Then, as confidence is gained, they present doctrines that directly undermine faith in the Scriptures. The fact that they state some truths, and are able at times to foretell future events, gives to their statements an appearance of reliability; and their false teachings are believed as implicitly as if they were the most sacred truths of the Bible.


    When they have been led to believe that the dead actually return to communicate with them, Satan causes those to appear who went into the grave unprepared. By representing the basest of men as in heaven, and highly exalted there, Satan says to the world: "No matter how wicked you are; no matter whether you believe or disbelieve God and the Bible, live as you please; heaven is your home."


    The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made to contradict what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy Spirit when on earth. They deny the divine origin of the Bible, and thus tear away the foundation of the Christian's hope and put out the light that reveals the way to heaven. Satan is making the world believe that the Bible is a mere fiction, or at least a book suited to the infancy of the race, but now to be lightly regarded, or cast aside as obsolete. The Savior of the world he makes to be no more than a common man.


    Satan beguiles men by exciting ambition for self-exaltation. He declares, “Ye shall be as gods." Genesis 3:5.


    Spiritualism teaches “that man is the creature of progression; that it is his destiny to progress toward the Godhead." Thus, in place of the righteousness and perfection of the infinite God, Satan has substituted the sinful, erring nature of man himself as the only object of adoration, the only rule of judgment, or standard of character. This is progress, not upward, but downward.


    To complete his work, he declares through the spirits: that "true knowledge places man above all law;" that "whatever is, is right;" that "all sins which are committed are innocent." When the people are thus led to believe that desire is the highest law, and that man is accountable only to himself, who can wonder that corruption and depravity teem on every hand?


    Spiritualism is now changing its form, and assuming a Christian guise. In its present form, it is really a more dangerous, because a more subtle, deception. While it formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes to accept both. But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attribute of God, but it is degraded to a weak sentimentalism, making little distinction between good and evil. God's justice, His denunciations of sin, the requirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight.


    The Real Truth


    But none need be deceived by the lying claims of spiritualism. The Bible declares that the dead know not anything, that their thoughts have perished; they have no part in anything that is done under the sun; they know nothing of the joys or sorrows of those who were dearest to them on earth.


    Furthermore, God has expressly forbidden all pretended communication with departed spirits. In the days of the Hebrews there was a class of people who claimed, as do the spiritualists of today, to hold communication with the dead. But the “familiar spirits,” as these visitants from other worlds were called, are declared by the Bible to be “the spirits of devils.” Compare Numbers 25:1-3; Psalm 106:28; 1 Corinthians 10:20; Revelation 16:14.


    Spiritualism, which numbers its converts by hundreds of thousands, yea, by millions, which has made its way into scientific circles, which has invaded churches, and has found favor in legislative bodies, and even in the courts of kings—this mammoth deception is but a revival, in a new disguise, of the witchcraft condemned and prohibited of old.


    Says the prophet Isaiah: “When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:19, 20. If men had been willing to receive the truth so plainly stated in the Scriptures concerning the nature of man and the state of the dead, they would see in the claims and manifestations of spiritualism the working of Satan.


    Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils personating beloved relatives or friends and declaring the most dangerous heresies. These visitants will appeal to our tenderest sympathies and will work miracles to sustain their pretensions. We must be prepared to withstand them with the Bible truth that the dead know not anything and that they who thus appear are the spirits of devils.


    Paul testifies that before the second advent of Christ there will be similar manifestations of satanic power. The coming of the Lord is to be preceded by “the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness,” according to 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10. The apostle John describes the miracle-working power that will be manifested in the last days, declaring, “He doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do,” as stated in Revelation 13:13,14.


    Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the world. The foundation of his work was laid by the assurance given to Eve in Eden: “Ye shall not surely die”. “In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil,” from Genesis 3:4, 5. He has prepared the way for his masterpiece of deception little by little, but has not yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs. This will be reached in the last remnant of time. Except for those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in His word, the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this delusion.


    Additional Insights


    A look at the words for “soul” and “spirit” in the original Bible languages.



    SOUL


    Hebrew Nephesh (from Naphash) — to breathe. Greek Psuche refers to both animal and human life.


    

      	All usage of these words relate to a living being, its conditions or qualities especially individuality, or personality.


      	The first occurrence denotes when God’s nostrils gave human life. Genesis 2:7.


    


    Nephesh and psuche are also translated as: 


    

      	People, person or self (not a separable part of the person) (see Genesis 14:21; Numbers 5:6; Deuteronomy 10:22; cf. Psalm 3:2; Lev 11:43; 1 Kings 19:4; Is 46:2; Acts 7:14; Acts 27:37; Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 3:20 etc).


      	A personal pronoun (I, me, you, etc.) (see Genesis 12:13; 14:14, 24; 19:8; Joshua 23:11; Psalm 3:2; Jereremiah 37:9; Matthew 12:18; 2 Corinthians 12:15; etc).


      	"Life" over 40 times (Genesis 9:4,5; 1 Samuel 19:5; Job 2:4,5; 33:18; Matthew 2:20; 6:25; 16:25; etc).


      	Desire, pleasure, appetite, (Deuteronomy 23:24; Psalm 105:22; Proverbs 23:2; Ecclesiastes 6:7; Jeremiah 34:16).


      	The dead, dead body, corpse (Numbers 5:2; 9:6, 9, 10; Leviticus 19:28).


      	Emotions, mind or heart (Mark 14:34; Luke 2:35; Acts 14:2; Philippians 1:27; Ephesians 6:6).


      	"Soul," indicating the seat of the affections (Genesis 34:3; Song of Solomon 1:7).


    


    A look at the words for “soul” and “spirit” in the original Bible languages.



    SPIRIT


    Hebrew Rûach—breath, wind, vital element, mind. Refers to the vital life principle essential to individual existence. Most frequently translated “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” 


    Greek Pneuma (from pne)—“to blow” or “to breathe.”—The divine energy or life principle that animates human beings. Translated breath, wind, spirit.


    Rûach and Pneuma are also used to denote:

    

      	Vitality, courage (Joshua 2:11; Judges 15:19).


      	Disposition, temper or anger and the seat of the emotions (1Samuel 1:15; Judges 8:3; Isaiah 54:6).


      	Moral character and aspects of the personality (Ezekiel 11:19; Romans 12:11; Galatians 6:1).


      	Mood, attitude, or state of feeling (Roman 8:15; 1 Corinthians 4:21; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 John 4:6).


      	The Spirit of God, which is inherently eternal, in contrast to the mortal condition of man (Isaiah 63:10; 1 Corinthians 2:11,14; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 2:4; 1 Peter 1:12; 2 Peter 1:21). God only has immortality 1 Timothy 6:15, 16}.


    


    A look at the words for “soul” and “spirit” in the original Bible languages.



    CONCLUSION


    None of the 1600 or more Scripture texts using any form of the words for soul and spirit gives the slightest hint that man has or is an immortal soul, or that:


    

      	the soul or spirit of man or animal survives apart from the body,


      	the soul or spirit of man can depart the body to consciously exist in another realm,


      	the soul or spirit of man is alive in any form between death and the resurrection, when Jesus comes. Christ specifically taught that the soul (psuche) of the wicked is destroyed along with the body in “hell” [gehenna, i.e., place of burning] (Matthew 10:28).


    


  


  

    A Reporter Investigates


    A reporter for a Christian magazine toured the streets of New York, sampling public opinion about the relevance of Christianity in the modern world. He was shocked by two responses that day.


    The first came from a college age student who said, "Why should I believe in Christianity or the Bible, when preachers can't even tell you what happens to people when they die? I went to my uncle's funeral recently, but beforehand checked the Bible (which I rarely read) to see what it says about the dead. With the help of a concordance, I found that when people die they stop living, feeling and thinking until Jesus comes and awakens them. At least that's what the Bible says, if you want to look at it objectively. But sure enough, the preacher said that Uncle Frank was looking down on us all now and smiling, and Frank's little granddaughter was an angel floating around in heaven. The Bible says one thing, preachers and churches say another. Why should I regard Christianity as relevant, when churches can't even go by their own sacred text-book?"


    The reporter then found a young man who seemed easy-going, and asked him the same question. "You expect me" he retorted, "to call any religion relevant that makes God into a more brutal tyrant than Hitler, by forever tormenting His enemies in blistering fire? I don't know or care what the Bible teaches, but I have no use for a religion that portrays God as so vindictive and vengeful. Do you?"


     Dazed by these answers, the reporter decided to reexamine the assumptions of his own church and become better acquainted with the Bible's true teachings.


  


  

    Love Misrepresented


    Love Portrayed as Cruelty


    The declaration of the serpent to Eve in Eden — "Ye shall not surely die" — was the first sermon ever preached upon the immortality of the soul. After the Fall, Satan bade his angels make a special effort to inculcate the belief in man's natural immortality; they were to lead them on to conclude that the sinner would live in eternal misery. How repugnant to every emotion of love and mercy, and even to our sense of justice, is the doctrine that the wicked dead are tormented in an eternally burning hell; that for the sins of a brief earthly life they are to suffer torture as long as God shall live. "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?" Ezekiel 33:11.


    When we consider into what false colors Satan has painted the character of God, can we wonder that our merciful Creator is feared, dreaded, and even hated? The religion of the Bible, full of love and goodness, and abounding in compassion, is darkened by superstition and clothed with terror. Thus millions have become skeptics and infidels.


    Love Portrayed as Permissive


    A large class to whom the doctrine of eternal torment is revolting are driven to the opposite error. They see that the Scriptures represent God as being of love and compassion, and they cannot believe that He will consign His creatures to the fires of an eternally burning hell. But holding that the soul is naturally immortal, they see no alternative but to conclude that all mankind will finally be saved. Such a doctrine, presuming upon God's mercy, but ignoring His justice, pleases the carnal heart and emboldens the wicked. Many have been led by this belief to put an end to their existence. When overwhelmed with trouble, perplexity, and disappointment, it seems an easy thing to break the brittle thread of life and soar away into the bliss of the eternal world.


    God has given in His word decisive evidence that He will punish the transgressors of His law. Those who flatter themselves that He is too merciful to execute justice upon the sinner, have only to look to the cross of Calvary. The death of the spotless Son of God testifies that "the wages of sin is death," that every violation of God's law must receive its just retribution. Christ the sinless bore the guilt of transgression, and the hiding of His Father's face, until His heart was broken and His life crushed out. All this sacrifice was made that sinners might be redeemed. Every soul that refuses to become a partaker of the atonement provided at such a cost must bear in his own person the guilt and punishment of transgression. "All the wicked will He destroy," Psalm 145:20. "The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that by no means clear the guilty;" Exodus 34:6, 7.


    Love Revealed in Justice


    God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He desires that the creatures of His hands shall love and obey Him because they have an intelligent appreciation of His wisdom, justice, and benevolence.


    Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion against God go to heaven and witness the holy state of perfection that ever exists there —
    every soul filled with love, every countenance beaming with joy, enrapturing music in melodious strains rising in honor of God and the Lamb, and ceaseless streams of light flowing upon the redeemed from the face of Him who sitteth upon the throne — could those whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, mingle with the heavenly throng and join their songs of praise?


    Could they endure the glory of God and the Lamb? No! No! Its purity, holiness, and peace would be torture to them. They would long to flee from that holy place. They would welcome destruction, that they might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them. Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary, just, and merciful. In mercy to the universe God will finally destroy the rejecters of His grace.


    "The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. The death referred to is "the second death" that is placed in contrast with everlasting life. In consequence of Adam's sin, death passed upon the whole human race. All alike go down into the grave. And through the provisions of the plan of salvation, all are to be brought forth from their graves. "There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust." Acts 24:15.


    But a distinction is made between the two classes that are brought forth. "All that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." John 5:28,29. They who have been "accounted worthy" of the resurrection of life are "blessed and holy." "On such the second death hath no power." Revelation 20:6.


    But those who have not, through repentance and faith, secured pardon, must receive the penalty of transgression, "the wages of sin." They "shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up," Mal. 4:1. They suffer punishment varying in duration and intensity, "according to their works," but finally ending in the second death. "Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be." "They shall be as though they had not been." Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 16.


    The whole universe will have become witnesses to the nature and results of sin. And its utter extermination, which in the beginning would have brought fear to angels and dishonor to God, will now vindicate His love and establish His honor before the universe.


     Thus will be made an end of sin, with all the woe and ruin which have resulted from it. John, in Revelation, looking forward to the eternal state, hears a universal anthem of praise, undisturbed by one note of discord. Every creature in heaven and earth was heard ascribing glory to God. See Revelation 5:13. There will then be no lost souls to blaspheme God as they writhe in never-ending torment; no wretched beings in hell will mingle their shrieks with the songs of the saved.


  


  

    Champions of Biblical Truth


    The Apostolic Fathers, Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Barnabas, Hermas, Polycarp (1st. cent. A.D.), consistently affirmed the biblical truth of man's mortality, sleep in death, extinction of the lost, and resurrection of the righteous to immortality at Christ's second coming.


    Sir Samuel Morland, Oliver Cromwell's officially appointed historian, addressed the Romanists: "From whence have you received the doctrine of purgatory, if not from a pagan source?...The Heathens kindled the fire of Purgatory in the world; and Bellarmine (Roman Catholic theologian) himself confesses so much when he proves the doctrine of Purgatory from the testimony of Plato, Cicero, and Virgil."


    John Frith, translator with Tyndale of the Bible into English, noted for his recognition of soul-sleep until the resurrection at Christ's coming, plainly declared, "I must deny the Pope's purgatory." For this he was burned at the stake in 1533.


    Tyndale (1490-1536), greatest of the English reformers, and master translator of the Bible into English, was crystal clear in his understanding that the dead sleep until Christ resurrects them at His return. He wrote to Thomas More: "And ye, putting [the dead] in heaven, hell, and purgatory, destroy the arguments where-with Christ and Paul prove the resurrection.... If the souls be in heaven,...then what cause is there of the resurrection?"


    Some 17th century British witnesses for the non-immortality of the soul, and the awakening of the dead at Christ's second coming were: Peter Chamberlain, Independent Baptist and Charles Il's personal physician; John Locke, Christian philosopher; John Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury; John Milton, England's greatest religious poet; and George Wither, Puritan poet.


    Martin Luther clearly taught that death "is a strong, sweet sleep" in which consciousness is "suspended." He rejected purgatory and wrote, "Just as one who falls asleep and reaches morning unexpectedly when he awakes, without knowing what has happened to him, so we shall suddenly rise on the last day without knowing how we have come into death and through death."


    In 18th century England many Anglicans, Baptists, Dissenters, Independents and Presbyterians taught the threefold truth that man's soul is mortal, unconscious in death and that only the righteous will be given immortality, while the wicked are eradicated in the cleansing fires of judgment at the end of time. Among these witnesses were Isaac Watts, pastor, hymn writer, theologian; William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester; and Joseph Priestly, British-American chemist and theologian.


    William Whiston, Sabbatarian Baptist theologian who succeeded Isaac Newton as professor of Mathematics at Cambridge, wrote of 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9, "This text, so far from affirming that the wicked shall at the last day be preserved to endure everlasting torments, rather implies that the flaming fire into which they are then to be cast, will utterly consume them."


    Dr. Edward White, Congregationalist and friend of David Livingstone, wrote: "Man is not represented in the divine revelation as immortal since the Fall, but as a being who has lost the hope of everlasting life, which he can regain only by spiritual regeneration and reunion with the immortal SON OF GOD. And, therefore, I protest with all my heart and soul and mind, against those two opposite errors, both springing from the common root of faith in man's natural immortality; first, against the doctrine of endless torments to be inflicted in hell on unsaved men; and second, against the now popular doctrine of the absolute final salvation of all men, good and bad; as directly contrary to both the letter and spirit of the Christian revelation recorded in Holy Scripture" (The Faith Extras, No. 12, 1889, p. 20).


    Major 20th century witnesses who agreed with these positions are J. Olof Cullberg, and Dr. Gustav Aulen, Lutheran Bishops of Sweden; Harold E. Guillebaud, translator of the Bible into African languages, and Church of England's archdeacon of Rwanda-Burundi; Martin Heinecken, professor of systematic theology at Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia; William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury; W. R. Matthews, Dean of St. Paul; James S. Stewart, gifted author and preacher, Church of Scotland; John Baillie, Univ.
    Prof., Church of Scotland; John F. Taylor, Principal, Wycliffe College; Rienhold Niebuhr, Prof., Union Theological Seminary, Evangelical Reformed; Karl Heim of Tubingen University.


    In 1943 the Archbishops of Canterbury and York commissioned 50 Anglican scholars and theologians to draft a joint statement on the progress of the gospel and the present duty of the church.


    Their resulting document, states, "Ultimately all that is valueless in God's sight must and will be abolished, that ...'God may be all and in all. Revelation and reason alike point to this ultimate consummation. The idea of the inherent indestructibility of the human soul (or consciousness) owes its origin to Greek, not to Bible, sources. The central theme of the New Testament is eternal life, not for anybody and everybody, but for believers in Christ as risen from the dead. The choice is set before man here and now. [God's] judgment may not at first sight appear to be 'good news,' yet it is integral to the Gospel. It is the full assertion of the final triumph of good and the abolition of evil." (Towards the Conversion of England, Section 53).


  


  

    Apparitions of the Virgin Mary


    What about the many recent apparitions of Mary, Jesus' mother! Because the frequent apparitions of Mary are accompanied with beautiful moral instruction from her lips, many have come to cherish the belief that Mary has a unique role as co-mediator with Christ, and was specially resurrected for this purpose. On the surface it seems indecent to discredit visions and apparitions of Mary. But the Bible clearly exposes these appearances as impostures. 


    

      	Scripture states that the dead know nothing. (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6)


      	Mary was a godly woman, but not a divine, innately sinless person. Recognizing that she herself needed redemption, she referred to God as her Savior. (Luke 1:46, 47)


      	Not a single text in the Bible remotely hints that Mary co-mediates with Christ. There is only "one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ" (1 Timothy 2:5, 6).


      	Angels and Apostles refused worship. (Acts 10:25, 26; 14:12-16; Revelation 19:10; 22:8, 9.)


    


    Mary sleeps in her grave until Christ returns, but if she were alive, she would utterly repudiate all worship and prayers offered to her. Prayers to the "saints" are also unacceptable for the same reason. See Galatians 1:8, 9; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. It suits Satan's purpose very well to impersonate religious figures. Thus he can readily deceive multitudes.


  


  

    A History of Error


    "The living know that they shall die, but the dead know not anything" (Ecclesiastes 9:5).


    Satan was the first to teach that the human soul is naturally immortal. He said to Eve, "Ye shall not surely die" (Genesis 3:4).


    The Egyptians were the first to assert the doctrine that the soul of man is immortal." (Herodotus, Greek Historian,
    484-425 B.C.).


    Plato (427-347 B.C.) taught that the soul is divine, uncreated, immortal and passes through many incarnations. Plato, Pythagoras, and many Greek philosophers studied in Egyptian colleges, where they mastered mystical arts, and absorbed occult beliefs.


    Philo (20 B.C. - A.D. 47) a mystic Jew, tried to fuse Platonic and Egyptian philosophy with Judaic teachings. He taught that the soul is immortal, and the lost suffer eternal torment.


    Athenagoras (A.D. 127-190), Platonic philosopher and quasi-Christian, was the first in Christendom to use the term "immortal soul." He based this view not on Scripture, but Greek philosophy.


    Tertullian (A.D. 160-240), Bishop of Carthage, advanced the idea of the soul's natural immortality, and of ceaseless torment for the lost. He wrote, "The [wicked] are consigned to the punishment of everlasting fire—that fire which, from its very nature indeed, directly ministers to their incorruptibility.... It does not consume what it scorches, but while it burns it repairs."


    Christians did not adopt "soul immortality" until certain North African church fathers, influenced by Plato, espoused it about A.D. 200. A century later, they split into two antagonistic schools, divided over eternal torment and universal restoration.


    Based on the heathen notions of immortality, the Roman Catholic church adopted the myth of purgatory.


    Our hope of enjoying immortality should not rest on the heathen concept of the immortality of the soul as taught by the ancient pagan philosophers, but should instead rest on the sure word of Scripture.


    "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23).


    "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).


  


  

    Spiritualism


    What is spiritualism?


    

      	Spiritualism is the belief that the dead survive as spirits which can communicate with the living, and, any practice arising from this belief. (Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary)


    


    Can the spirits of the dead speak to us?


    

      	Absolutely not! The Bible is very clear that: The dead know nothing (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6). They cannot visit their former habitations (Job 7:9, 10).


      	"It is impossible to reconcile any portion of spiritualist beliefs and practices with the explicit, repeated teaching of Scripture that the soul sleeps at death until resurrected by Christ." (D. Bertson, former psychic of California.)


    


    Do spirits exist who can speak to us?


    

      	Yes! The Bible speaks of three types of spirits who can speak to us:


      

        	the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:19)


        	holy angels (Acts 10:22)


        	fallen angels (Matthew 4:5, 6)


      


    


    Is there a way to tell the difference?


    

      	Yes! In fact we are commanded to try [test] the spirits (1 John 4:1).


      

        	They must agree with God's law and testimony (Isaiah 8:20).


        	They must confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh [i.e., that Jesus' claim to Messiahship is true] (1 John 4:2, 3).


      


    


    What is the strategic aim of these fallen angels?


    

      	They are trying to gain man's cooperation in their rebellion against God through:


      

        	occult practices such as spell casting, witchcraft, fortune telling, astrology, etc. (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)


        	paganism, idolatry, and sun worship in many parts of the world (2 Kings 17:15-17)


        	devils and seducing spirits, which teach deceptive doctrines accompanied with power, signs, and lying wonders, especially in these last days (2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10; Revelation 12:12; 1 Timothy 4:1; Jeremiah 27:9,10)


        	the impersonation of dead relatives and apostles who undermine Bible truth with supposedly more advanced information (2 Corinthians 11:13, 14; Galatians 1:8, 9; Matthew 24:24)


        	the Mark of the Beast, an apostate worship law that brings the world into open conflict with God's law (Revelation 13:11-17; Isa. 8:16; Ezekiel 20:12, 20; Revelation 12:17) 


      


    


    How successful are they?


    

      	They have deceived almost all of modern Christianity into accepting the idea that the dead (including Mary the mother of Christ) are conscious and able to communicate with us.


      

        	The Bible identifies this union of "Christianity" and spiritualism as Babylon (Revelation 18:1-5).


        	Nearly the whole world and its leaders will be seduced by spiritualism into accepting Satan's false gospel that exalts Christ's name, but not His nature or purposes as revealed in Scripture (Revelation 16:13-16; Revelation 13:14).


        	"Visitants from the dead are lying spirits who, for sinister reasons of their own, are impersonating the deceased" (D. Bertson, former psychic of California).


      


    


    What will be the fate of all who cooperate in this rebellion against God?


    

      	God will destroy them in the lake of fire (Malachi 3:5; Isaiah 47:13-15; Revelation 14:9; Revelation 20:11-15; Galatians 5:20, 21)


    


  


  

    The Final Deception


    The Great Impersonation


    The last great conflict between truth and error is but the final struggle of the longstanding controversy concerning the law of God, a battle between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the religion of the Bible and the religion of fable and tradition.
    Spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole world to fasten them in deception. By these agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and claiming the title and worship which belong to the world's Redeemer. They will perform wonderful miracles of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures.


    As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Savior's advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation (Revelation 1:13-15). The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: "Christ has come! Christ has come!"


    The people prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which the Savior uttered. Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious faith.


    This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. The multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is "the great power of God" (Acts 8:10).


    But the people of God will not be misled. The teachings of this false christ are not in accordance with the Scriptures. His blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his image, the very class upon whom the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath shall be poured out.


    And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's advent. The Savior has warned His people against deception on this point, and has clearly foretold the manner of His second coming. See Matthew 24:24-27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.


    Christ's Second Coming and the Resurrection of His People


    Soon Satan numbers the whole world as his subjects, except the little company who are resisting his supremacy. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. Those who honor God he accuses of bringing judgments upon the world, and he stirs up the wicked to destroy them.


    It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people. The sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. The wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene, while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its course. In the midst of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, saying: "It is done." Revelation 16:17.


    That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake, "such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty... and so great." Verses 17,18.The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the shriek of a hurricane. The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear.


    The seaports that have become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters. Great hailstones are doing their work of destruction. See verses 19, 21. The proudest cities of the earth are laid low. Prison walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who have been held in bondage for their faith, are set free.


    Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud. It is the cloud which surrounds the Savior and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. As it draws nearer the earth, it becomes lighter and more glorious, until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the covenant.


    Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. And "the armies which were in heaven" (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filled with their radiant forms — "ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands." 


    As the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. "And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords" (Revelation 19:16).


    The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, the earth trembles before Him. Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then, raising His hands to heaven, He cries: "Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!"


    Throughout the length and breadth of the earth the dead shall hear that voice, and they that hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great army of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. From the prison house of death they come, clothed with immortal glory, crying: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory" (1 Corinthians 15:55)?
  


    And the living righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory.


    All come forth from their graves with the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. Christ will change our vile bodies and fashion them like unto His glorious body. The mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness, once polluted with sin, becomes perfect, beautiful, and immortal. All blemishes and deformities are left in the grave. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him" (1 John 3:2).


    The living righteous are changed "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." At the voice of God they were glorified; now they are made immortal and with the risen saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels "gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." Little children are borne by holy angels to their mothers' arms. Friends long separated by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend together to the City of God.


    Before the ransomed throng is the Holy City. Jesus opens wide the pearly gates, and the nations that have kept the truth enter in. Now is fulfilled the Savior's prayer for His disciples: "I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am." With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes His faithful ones to the joy of their Lord.


    "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).


    "In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:2, 3).


  


  

    The Manner of His Coming


    While the Bible says that Satan will counterfeit Christ's second coming, he will not be allowed to counterfeit the manner of His coming, and no one need be deceived. See Matt.24:23-27.


    What Will the Second Coming be like?


    

      	The Bible says the second coming will be visible, audible, glorious, and that He will not touch the ground.


      	"While they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-11).


      	"Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him" (Revelation 1:7).


      	"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory" (Matthew 25:31).


      	"For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matthew 24:27).


      	"And they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from ... one end of heaven to the other" (Matthew 24:30, 3l).


      	"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with the Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).


    


    Will It Be Unexpected?


    

      The Bible speaks of the second coming more than 1800 times, so this event should not be a surprise to those who are watching for it. Christ's coming as a thief points not to secrecy but surprise, despite the worldwide advance proclamation of His return. Although people have been well warned, most will not be watching for Christ's return. Thus His coming will be as unexpected as if they had never heard anything about it.


      

        	"The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night... But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.... Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober" (1 Thessalonians 5:2, 4, 6).


        	"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.... They were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away"* (Matthew 24:37-39 ). 


        	Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come" (Matthew 24:42)."


        	If the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched.... Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:43, 44). See also 2 Peter 3:10-12.


        	"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth" (Revelation 16:15).


      





      *Noah warned the people of a coming flood for one hundred twenty years before it came and took them all away. See Genesis 6:3.


    


  


  

    The Millennium


    When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict of life. Now they are stripped of all that made them great and are left destitute and defenseless. The gain of a lifetime is swept away in a moment. They bemoan the destruction of their houses, the scattering of their gold and silver.


    But their lamentations are silenced by the fear that they themselves are to perish with their idols. They are filled with regret, not because of their sinful neglect of God and their fellow men, but because God has conquered. They lament that the result is what it is; but they do not repent of their wickedness. They would leave no means untried to conquer if they could.


    The Wicked


    At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of the whole earth — consumed with the spirit of His mouth and destroyed by the brightness of His glory. "And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried" (Jeremiah 25:33).


    Christ takes His people to the City of God, and the earth is emptied of its inhabitants. "Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down" (Isaiah 24:1).


    "The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word" (Isaiah 24:3).


    "Because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate" (Isaiah 24:5, 6).


    The whole earth appears like a desolate wilderness. The ruins of cities and villages destroyed by the earthquake, uprooted trees, ragged rocks thrown out by the sea or torn out of the earth itself, are scattered over its surface, while vast caverns mark the spot where the mountains have been rent from their foundations.


    "But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished" (Revelation 20:5).


    Satan


    The revelator foretells the banishment of Satan and the condition of chaos and desolation to which the earth is to be reduced, and he declares that this condition will exist for a thousand years. After presenting the scenes of the Lord's second coming and the destruction of the wicked, the prophecy continues: "I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season" (Revelation 20:1-3).


    Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a thousand years. The wicked are now placed beyond the power of Satan; there are none remaining, upon whom he can exercise his power. He is wholly cut off from the work of deception and ruin which for so many centuries has been his sole delight, and alone with his evil angels he remains to realize the effect of the curse which sin has brought. For a thousand years, Satan will behold the results of his rebellion against the law of God.
    During this time his sufferings are intense.


    Since his fall his life of unceasing activity has banished reflection; but he is now deprived of his power and left to contemplate the part which he has acted since first he rebelled against the government of heaven, and to look forward with trembling and terror to the dreadful future when he must suffer for all the evil that he has done and be punished for the sins that he has caused to be committed. 


    The prophet Isaiah, looking forward to the time of Satan's overthrow, exclaims: "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!... Thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:... I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit" (Isaiah 14:12-17).


    The Righteous


    During the thousand years between the first and the second resurrection the judgment of the wicked takes place. Daniel declares that when the Ancient of Days came, "judgment was given to the saints of the Most High" (Daniel 7:22). At this time the righteous reign as kings and priests unto God. John in the Revelation says: "I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them." "They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years." Rev. 20:4,6. It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, "the saints shall judge the world" (1 Corinthians 6:2).


    In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing their acts with the statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the body. Then the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted out, according to their works; and it is recorded against their names in the book of death.


    Satan also and evil angels are judged by Christ and His people. Says Paul: "Know ye not that we shall judge angels?" Verse 3. And Jude declares that "the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6).


  


  

    Your Thought Questions Answered


    Many Bible students recognize that the dead in Christ sleep until the resurrection, at His
    second coming. Yet some continue to be puzzled by several scriptures which apparently suggest that people continue in a conscious state immediately after their death. These passages are easily resolved by letting Scripture be its own interpreter.


    Doesn't the story of the rich man and Lazarus prove that the wicked are in hell now and the righteous are in heaven? (See Luke 16:22-31.)


    

      If we are going to take this parable literally we have to believe that:


      

        	Trees can talk. (See Judges 9:7-15; 2 Kings 14:9.)


        	Abraham's bosom is large enough to accommodate all the righteous dead.


        	The righteous in heaven can see and talk to people in hell.


        	One drop of water could relieve the thirst of the wicked burning in hell.


        	The dead can return to earth with messages. (The Bible says this is impossible. See Job 7:9, 10).


      


      Christ's point in this parable was that during this life time we decide our destiny for eternity. Death holds no second chance to be saved. He was illustrating to the priests and rulers what their final end would be if they didn't repent. He told them, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." Later He did awaken His friend Lazarus from the dead and they still didn't accept Christ's Lordship.



      What about Moses and Elijah when they appeared to Christ on the mount? They weren't sleeping in the grave. See Matt. 17:1-5.


      

        

          	Elijah never died; he was translated without seeing death. (See 2 Kings 2:1-11.)


          	Romans 5:14 says "Death reigned from Adam to Moses," because Moses was resurrected. (See Jude 9.)


          	Moses and Elijah represent the two groups Christ will save at the second coming; Moses typifies the righteous dead, and Elijah the righteous living.


        



        Didn't Jesus, while dying on Calvary, promise to take the repentant thief with Him that day to Paradise? (See Luke
    23:43.)


        

          Christ's use of the word "today" signifies the triumph of His sacrifice. He was ruling from the cross as the Redeemer of humanity and dispensing salvation to the repentant thief. He who in all other eyes appeared to be conquered was a Conqueror. It is His royal right to save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him.


          

            	Rotherham's translation of this text is: "Verily, I say unto thee this day: With me shalt thou be in Paradise." The original Greek text did not have any punctuation in it. The phrase, "I say unto thee today shalt thou be with me in paradise" harmonizes best with the rest of scripture if the comma is placed after "today."


            	Jesus Himself did not go that day to Paradise; He slept in the tomb until Sunday morning. When He rose He said, "I am not yet ascended to My Father" (John 20:17).


            	At His second coming, Christ will resurrect the repentant thief (with all the redeemed) and at that time take him to paradise. (See 1 Corinthians 15:22, 23.)


            	Quite possibly the thief did not die that day. It usually took several days for the victims of crucifixion to die.


          



          Didn't the witch of Endor raise the spirit of Samuel to talk to king Saul? (See 1 Samuel 28:7-20.)


          

            Scripture says that the witch of Endor "had a familiar spirit" (1 Samuel 28:7).


            

              	1 Chronicles 10:13 states: "Saul died for his transgression. against the word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit to inquire of it." This text reveals that:


              

                	Saul was in rebellion against God's word


                	Saul consulted a witch, who did not call Samuel, but rather "a familiar spirit," which Webster's dictionary defines as "an evil spirit, more or less under the control of a witch."


                	Further, God's word:


                

                  	Forbids all attempts to contact the dead. (See Deuteronomy 18:10-12.)


                  	Condemns witchcraft as evil. (See Leviticus 19:31; 20:6.)


                  	Teaches that the dead know nothing, but are unconsciously asleep. (See Psalm 146.4; Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6.)


                  	Consequently, the spirits of the dead are only "spirits of evils working miracles" (Revelation 16:14).


                


              


            



            Doesn't the Bible say Christ went and preached to lost souls in hell between His burial and resurrection? (See 1 Peter 3:18-20.)


            

              This is a misinterpretation. What it says is that Christ's gospel was preached "by the Spirit" through Noah to the people living before the Flood. Compare with 1 Peter 1:10-12 where the gospel was also preached by the Spirit. The
    "spirits in prison" were people whose lives were in bondage to Satan.


This "prison" was not some mystical, otherworldly detention center, but the condition of spiritual bondage. (See Psalm 142:7; Isaiah 42:6, 7; 61:1; Luke 4:18.) Scripture also states, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this, the judgment," not
    "after this a second chance to hear the gospel." (See Hebrews 9:27. Compare also 2 Corinthians 5:10.)



              What did Paul mean when he wrote, "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord"? (See 2 Corinthians 5:8.)


              

                

                  	Actually, the text says, "We are ... willing rather to be absent from the body, and present with the Lord." This text in no way proves or suggests that immediately after death we go into the presence of the Lord. Paul clearly taught that the dead remain unconscious until Christ returns from heaven to resurrect them. (See 1 Thessalonians 4:13-16; 1 Corinthians 15:21-23, 50-55.)


                  	If you read 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 with the understanding that "earthly house" means our mortal bodies, "house from heaven" means our glorified immortal bodies, and "naked or unclothed" means dead or in the grave, then the entire passage represents the Christian's intense longing to be in a glorified body with Christ in his soon-coming kingdom.


                



                Doesn't the reference to souls crying under the altar (Revelation 6:9, 10) indicate that souls do not die?


                

                  

                    	No, the language is symbolic and figurative, like the reference to the voice of Abel's blood crying out from the ground. (See Genesis 4:10.) Abel's blood had no tongue or voice, but the record of his martyrdom called for divine justice.


                    	Would God confine redeemed souls under an altar, and would they be crying out for revenge? Scripture teaches that godly people pray for their enemies' conversion rather than for revenge. (See Matthew 5:44; Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60.)


                    	Revelation 6:9, 10 signifies that the record of the martyrdoms of God's true witnesses demands redress through divine judgment.
      (See Jeremiah 5:9; Psalm 9:11-18.)


                  


                


              


  

    Are the Wicked Indestructible?


    Everlasting Fire


    "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire" (Matthew 25:41).


    

      The meaning of "everlasting fire" is graphically illustrated and explained by the following Bible passages:


      

        	"Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire" (Jude 7).


        	Sodom "was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on her" [i.e., no man could stop the city's destruction] (Lamentations 4:6).


        	"And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that afterward should live ungodly" (2 Peter 2:6).


        	"As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, saith the Lord; so shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein" (Jeremiah 50:40; see also Jeremiah 49:18).


      


      God burned Sodom and Gomorrah with eternal fire, as an example of the fate of all who would live wickedly. The result of the fire was that (a) Sodom and Gomorrah were quickly turned into ashes; (b) they ceased to burn; and (c) were never again inhabited. This shows that the "eternal fire" which destroys the wicked is everlasting in its result, and not in its duration.*


      Forever


       "The smoke of their torment ascends up for ever and ever" (Revelation 14:11).


      

        This text does not say the shrieks of their torment ascend up forever and ever. Smoke and ashes are the end products of fire.
    Pointing to the Lord's vengeance by fire on the wicked, Isaiah says, "It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up forever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever. But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it" (Isaiah 34:10, 11.) (See also Isaiah 34:1, 2.)


        David declared that the wicked will consume away into smoke; and Malachi says they will be reduced to ashes. (See Psalm 37:20; Malachi 4:3.)


        Further, there are relative degrees of punishment for the lost; some will suffer longer than others, according to their deeds, but all the wicked shall ultimately cease to exist. (See Revelation 22:12; Psalm 37:10 and 21:8-10.)


        While the fire burns there will be no relief from its torment. (See Revelation 20:10.)


        Notice also from Matthew 25:41 that the fire is prepared for the devil and his angels, who will perish in it, and never return to life. (See Ezekiel 28:18, 19.)


        Only those who stubbornly identify with Satan's rebellion will join him in this fiery extinction. Thus we see that the words "forever," and "everlasting" can express an unbroken period of time.


        Instances of the use of the Hebrew word "forever" (olam) which simply indicate an uninterrupted finite period:


        

          	Jonah 1:17; 2:6. Here, forever means three days.


          	Exodus 21:6; 1 Samuel 1:22, 11, 28. Here it means the lifetime of a man.


          	Psalm 37:20; Revelation 20:9, 10. Here it means until the wicked are devoured or consumed.


        


        When "eternal" truly means forever throughout eternity: Psalm 90:2; Psalm 119:142; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 51:11; Daniel 7:27; Daniel 9:24; Matthew 19:29; Rev. 22:5. In all these verses "everlasting" means to all eternity, because it is in reference to God and His eternal purposes.


        Everlasting punishment.


        "These shall go away into everlasting punishment" (Matthew 25:46.)


        

          God's final, everlasting punishment of the wicked is their complete and irrevocable destruction. Death and the grave are destroyed in the lake of fire. (See Revelation 20:14.) 


          The results of the fire are eternal, not the process. The fire of divine punishment devours the wicked, it does not immortalize them in misery. (See Revelation 20:9.) They shall "be as though they had not been" (Obadiah 16).


          Christ taught (Matthew 10:28) that soul and body are destroyed (eradicated) in the fires of gehenna (burning hell, lake of fire).


          Unquenchable Fire


           "He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matthew 3:12).


          

            The Greek words for "unquenchable fire" primarily mean "unextinguished," that is, not caused to cease by external means. But the idea of unending fire is not implied by the words themselves or the teachings of Scripture. God's fire of judgment burns without abatement or interruption until it consumes all that He has appointed for destruction. Then it ceases to burn. (See Ezekiel 20:45-48. Compare Jeremiah 21:14 and Isaiah 1:31.)


            God decreed that if Jerusalem refused to obey His laws, especially the Sabbath, He would kindle an unquenchable fire in their gates. (See Jeremiah 17:27. Compare Jeremiah 7:16-20.) Jerusalem was burned in A.D. 70, when Rome invaded it, leaving it a charred ruin. Ancient and modern Jerusalem are in the same location. No fire is burning there now.


            When the fire of God's wrath completes its work, there is not so much as "a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it," (Isaiah 47:14), so absolute is the eradication of evil. (See Matthew 3:11, 12; Malachi 4:1-3.)


            Worm dieth not


            "Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 9:44). (See the context in Mark 9:43-48; compare Isaiah 66:22-24.)


            

              Outside ancient Jerusalem, was a disposal ground called "gehenna." A constant fire destroyed most of the refuse, and maggots consumed the rest. The process of destruction was perpetual, but no corpse in this gehenna experienced pain. The phrase "where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" simply refers to the destruction of the wicked. All additional references to worms in Scripture do not bear the least suggestion that these creatures will be immortalized to feast on the lost. (See Job 19:26 and 21:26; Isaiah 14:11 and  51:7, 8.)


              Notice also that Isaiah 66:24 speaks of worms eating carcasses (dead bodies) and not the bodies or souls of the lost, that have been miraculously sustained to suffer eternal torture.


              *Note: the word "everlasting" in Matthew 25:41, and "eternal" in Jude 7 are the same Greek word — aionios.


            


          


        


      


    


  


  

    The Annihilation of the Wicked


    

      	Job 21:30 The wicked is reserved to the day of destruction.


      	Psalm 21:9 The fire shall devour them.


      	Psalm 37:9 Evildoers shall be cut off.


      	Psalm 37:10 The wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place and it shall not be.


      	Psalm 37:20 The wicked shall perish, ... into smoke shall they consume away.


      	Psalm 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: The wicked shall be cut off.


      	Psalm 68:2 The wicked perish at the presence of God.


      	Psalm 104:35 Let the sinners be consumed... let the wicked be no more.


      	Psalm 145:20 All the wicked will he destroy.


      	Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.


      	Ezekiel 18:4 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. Repeated in v. 20.


      	Ezekiel 28:18 Therefore will I bring thee to ashes upon the earth.


      	Ezekiel 28:19 Never shalt thou be any more.


      	Nahum 1:9 He will make an utter end:affliction shall not rise up the second time.


      	Nahum 1:10 They shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.


      	Malachi 4:1 The day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.


      	Malachi 4:3 The wicked; shall be ashes under the souls of your feet.


      	Matthew 7:13 Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction.


      	Matthew 10:28 Fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.


      	Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.


      	John 3:16 Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


      	Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord


      	Hebrews 2:14 That through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.


      	Hebrews 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire.


      	2 Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly.


      	2 Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, ... are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.


      	2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.


      	Rev. 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power.


      	Rev. 20:9 And fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.


      	Rev. 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.


      	Rev. 21:8 Shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.


    


  


  

    Sin and Death Destroyed


    At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth. He is accompanied by the host of the redeemed and attended by a retinue of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty He bids the wicked dead arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, numberless as the sands of the sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the first resurrection! The righteous were clothed with immortal youth and beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease and death.


    Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives. Says the prophet: "The Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee." "And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof,... and there shall be a very great valley." Zecharia 14:5,4. As the New Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor, comes down out of heaven, it rests upon the place purified and made ready to receive it, and Christ enters the Holy City with His people and the angels.


    Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy. While deprived of his power and cut off from his work of deception, the prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the wicked dead are raised and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and he determines not to yield the great controversy. He will marshal all the armies of the lost under his banner and through them endeavor to execute his plans. He represents himself to his deluded subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought them forth from their graves and that he is about to rescue them from the most cruel tyranny. Satan works wonders to support his claims. He makes the weak strong and inspires all with his own spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against the camp of the saints and to take possession of the City of God.


    At last the order to advance is given. Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads and the multitudes follow in vast companies, each under its appointed leader. With military precision the ranks advance over the earth's broken and uneven surface to the City of God. By command of Jesus, the gates of the New Jerusalem are closed, and the armies of Satan surround the city and make ready for the onset.


    Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around Him are the subjects of His kingdom. The glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The brightness of His presence fills the City of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.


    Says the prophet of God: "I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: ...and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works" (Revelation 20:11, 12).


    As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sin which they have ever committed. The seductive temptations which they encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings perverted, the messengers of God despised, the warnings rejected, the waves of mercy beaten back by the stubborn, unrepentant heart — all appear as if written in letters of fire.


    Above the throne is revealed the cross; and like a panoramic view appear the scenes of Adam's temptation and fall, and the successive steps in the great plan of redemption.


    The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God on the charge of high treason against the government of heaven. They are without excuse; and the sentence of eternal death is pronounced against them. It is now evident to all that the wages of sin is not noble independence and eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death. All see that their exclusion from heaven is just.


    Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and majesty of Christ. He who was once a covering cherub remembers whence he has fallen.
    Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him for heaven. He has trained his powers to war against God; the purity, peace, and harmony of heaven would be to him supreme torture. His accusations against the mercy and justice of God are now silenced. The reproach which he has endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satan bows down and confesses the justice of his sentence.


    Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrained to acknowledge God's justice and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, his character remains unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like a mighty torrent, again bursts forth. Filled with frenzy, he determines not to yield the great controversy.


    The time has come for a last desperate struggle against the King of heaven. He rushes into the midst of his subjects and endeavors to inspire them with his own fury and arouse them to instant battle. But there are none now to acknowledge his supremacy.


    Fire comes down from God out of heaven. Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein are burned up. (Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10.) The earth's surface seems one molten mass — a vast, seething lake of fire.


    In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch. The full penalty of the law has been visited; the demands of justice have been met; and heaven and earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah.


    Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. Now God's creatures are forever delivered from his presence and temptations. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet. And a shout of praise and triumph ascends from the whole loyal universe.


    The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the fearful consequences of sin.


    One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His crucifixion. Upon His wounded head, upon His side, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought. And the tokens of His humiliation are His highest honor; through the eternal ages the wounds of Calvary will show forth His praise and declare His power.


  


  

    Love's Eternal Reward


  


  While the earth is wrapped in the fire of destruction, the righteous abide safely in the Holy City. Upon those that have part in the first resurrection, the second death has no power. While God is to the wicked a consuming fire, He is to His people both a sun and a shield. (Revelation 20:6; Psalm 84:11.)


  "I saw a new heaven, and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away" (Revelation 21:1).


  The time has come to which holy men have looked with longing since the flaming sword barred the first pair from Eden. The earth originally given to man as his kingdom, betrayed by him into the hands of Satan, and so long held by the mighty foe, has been brought back by the great plan of redemption. All that was lost by sin has been restored.


  "Thus saith the Lord... that formed the earth and made it; He created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited." (Isaiah 45:18). God's original purpose in the creation of the earth is fulfilled as it is made the eternal abode of the redeemed.


  Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It can be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God. If we could have but one view of the celestial city, we would never wish to dwell on earth again.


  In Paradise are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains spread into hills of beauty and the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On peaceful plains, beside living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home, where love, joy and peace reign in unshadowed splendor.


  There, "the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose." "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; ...and a little child shall lead them." "'They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,' saith the Lord." (Isaiah 35:1 and 11:6-9.)



  Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven. There will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourning.
Sickness, sorrow, and death they will never again feel. "There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying: ...for the former things are passed away" (Revelation 21:4).


  There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the glorified new earth. "The tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God" (Revelation 21:3).


  In the City of God "there shall be no night." None will need or desire repose. We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning. "And they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light" (Revelation 22:5). The light of the sun will be superseded by a radiance which is not painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the brightness of our noon-tide. The glory of God and the Lamb floods the Holy City with unfading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day.


  The fruit of the tree of life in the Garden of Eden possessed supernatural virtue. To eat of it was to live forever. Its fruit was the antidote to death. After the entrance of sin the heavenly Husbandman transplanted the tree of life to the Paradise above.


  The redeemed saints, who have loved God and kept His commandments here, will enter in through the gates of the city, and have right to the tree of life. They will eat freely of it as our first parents did before their fall. "Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city" (Revelation 22:14).



  All that has perplexed us in the providences of God will in the world to come be made plain. Where our finite minds discovered only confusion and broken promises, we shall see the most perfect and beautiful harmony.


  To dwell forever in the home of the blest, and through ceaseless ages to advance in wisdom, in knowledge, and in holiness, ever finding new wonders and new glories, ever increasing in capacity to know and to enjoy and to love, and knowing that there is still beyond us joy and love and wisdom infinite — such is the object to which the Christian's hope is pointing.


  There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-failing delight the wonders of creative power. Every faculty will be developed, every capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies.


  The grandest enterprises will be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations will be reached, the highest ambitions realized. And still there will arise new heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers of mind and body and soul.


  All the treasures of the universe will open up to the study of God's children. With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation — suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling the throne of Deity.


  Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the Creator's name is written, and in all are the riches of His power displayed. With unutterable delight we shall enter into the joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. We shall share the treasures gained through ages upon ages spent in contemplation of God's handiwork.


  And the years of eternity, as they roll, will continue to bring more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase.


  The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life and light and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God is love.
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